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Mishpatim Ch. 21

2. When you acquire a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years; in the seventh year he shall go
free, without payment... 5. And if the servant shall say, 1 love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free: 6. Then his master shall bring him to the judges; he shall bring
him to the door, or to the door post; and his master shall pierce his ear through with an awl;

and he shall serve him for ever.
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Rashi Verse 6

And his master shall pierce his ear: His right ear, Or perhaps it means the left ear? The

Torah states 17N - “ear” here and 1IN elsewhere, thereby suggesting an analogy based upon

verbal similarity. It is stated here: “and his master shall pierce his ear,” and it is stated

regarding the meztora [person with the disease of tzaraas-leprosy]: “the right ear of the one

who is becoming pure” (Lev. 14:14). Just as there, the right ear is specified, here too the right

ear is meant.

Now, why was the ear chosen to be pierced out of all the organs of the body? Rabban Jochanan

ben Zakkai said: The ear that heard on Mount Sinai, “You shall not steal” (Exod. 20:13) and

then went and stole, shall be pierced. And in the case of one who sold himself into servitude,
the reason is: the ear that heard, “For the children of Israel are servants to Me” (Lev. 25:55)
and then went and acquired a master for himself, his ear shall be pierced. Rabbi Shimon used
to interpret this verse in a beautiful manner like a bundle of pearls - why were the door and
the doorpost singled out from all the fixtures in the house? The Holy One, blessed is He, said.:
The door and the doorpost were witnesses in Egypt when I passed over the lintel and the two
doorposts, and I said, “For the children of Israel are servants to Me; they are My servants,”
servants to Me but not servants of servants (of human beings), and yet this man went and
procured another master for himself - let him be pieced in their presence (i. e. let them be

eye-witnesses now when this man voluntarily prolongs his state of slavery)! (Kiddushin 22b.)
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Eruvin 41.2: The Sages taught: Three matters cause a person to act against his own will and

the will of his Maker, and they are:..extreme poverty.


https://www.chabad.org/9915#v14
https://www.chabad.org/9881#v13
https://www.chabad.org/9926#v55
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Proverbs 6:30 A thief is not held in contempt For stealing to appease his hunger.
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Shabbos 152.1: Rav Kahana said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “For He spoke
and it was, He commanded and it stood” (Psalms 33:9)? God created man with desires that
push him to do things he would not do if he acted purely on the judgment of his intellect, and
Rav Kahana therefore interprets the verse in the following manner: “For He spoke and it
was”; this is a woman that a man marries. “He commanded and it stood”; these are the

children who one works hard to raise.
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Sanhedrin 41.1: It was taught in a baraita: All the years of Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai were
120 years. For forty of those years he dealt in business, for forty of those years he studied, and
for forty of those years he taught and guided the Jewish people.
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Sukkah 28.1: The Sages said about Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, the teacher of Rabbi Eliezer:
In all his days he never engaged in idle conversation; and he never walked four cubits without
engaging in Torah study and without donning phylacteries; and no person ever preceded him

into the study hall.
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Pirkei Avot 2:8 Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai used to say: if you have learned much torah, do

not claim credit for yourself, because for such a purpose were you created.
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Deuteronomy 15.11: For there will never cease to be needy ones in your land, which is why I

command you: open your hand to the poor and needy kinsman in your land.
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Once, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, left Jerusalem, and Rabbi Yehoshua followed after him. He
saw the Holy Temple destroyed. Rabbi Yehoshua said: Woe to us, for this is destroyed the
place where all of Israel’s sins are forgiven! I.e., via the bringing of sacrifices. Rabbi Yohanan

said to him: My son, do not be distressed, for we have a form of atonement just like it. And



what is it? Acts of kindness, as it says (Hoshea 6), “For I desire kindness, not a well-being

offering.”
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If you lend money to My people, to the poor among you, do not act toward them as a creditor;

exact no interest from them.
20N THN N, NYDYN XIN NMIYY) NYIINIY ONR) ON 92 MIN INYNY?I 237 IN9Y AN NIYD 405 ON

If you lend money to My people: R. Yishmael said: wherever “ox - if”” occurs in Scripture it is

used to describe an optional act, except in three instances, of which this is one.
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Lamentations 2,9. Her gates have sunk into the ground, He has smashed her bars to bits; Her
king and her leaders are in exile, Instruction is no more; Her prophets, too, receive No vision

from G-d.



