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Rashi (Shmos 15:20): Miriam, the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took: When did she prophecy?
When she was [known only as] “Aaron’s sister,” before Moses was born, she said, “My mother is
destined to bear a son” [who will save Israel], as is found in tractate Sotah 12b, 13a). Another
explanation: [It is written] Aaron’s sister since he [Aaron] risked his life for her when she was
afflicted with zara’ath; [thus] she is called by his name.

Question:

Apparently, Rashi is explaining why the verse states “Aaron’s sister” (and not Moshe’s sister).
If so, why does Rashi quote the words “Miriam the prophetess took”? Also, why is it
important for Rashi to explain the content of the prophecy?

Explanation:




Rashi seeks to clarify why the verse refers to Miriam as “prophetess”; there is seemingly no
connection between singing the song (which is the subject of the verse) and prophecy. Why
then does the verse note that she was a prophetess? Rashi answers that she is referred to as
a prophetess because of her prophecy when she was “Aaron’s sister.”Highlighting that
Miriam was Aaron’s sister explains her prominence and stature, which explains why she
sang without asking Moshe’s permission.

This explanation, however, begs the question why the verse does not say that she was
Moshe’s sister, which would indicate that she was close in importance to Moshe? To explain
this Rashi continues, “Another explanation since he risked his life for her... she is called by
his name.” [“Another explanation” is not a new interpretation to explain why Miriam sang
without the permission of Moshe, rather it answers the question which arises from the first
interpretation: Why does the verse not refer to her as Moshe’s sister? The reason is “since he
(Aharon) risked his life for her,” etc.].

This interpretation (she is referred to as sister of Aharon because he risked his life for her
when she was punished with leprosy), though, is the second interpretation, because of its
difficulties: 1. The verse refers to her Aharon’s sister because of an event that would take
place in the future. 2. The verse mentions Miriam’s praise, yet the mention of Miriam'’s
leprosy is derogatory to Miriam.

“The wine of Torah”:

Miriam represents the attribute of malchus (royalty), which “has nothing of its own”, yet
specifically because the attribute malchus is in a nullified state, the power of “Atzmus” (the
essence of Hashem) resides within it. These two aspects (nullification and the Essence of
Hashem) are highlighted in Rashi’s explanations. The first interpretation highlights the
quality of Miriam, while the second highlights that she is nullified and secondary to Aharon.

Lesson:

Women possess qualities that men do not. Yet, specifically when a woman “does the will of
her husband,” her essential qualities and superior virtues are revealed and expressed.




