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We had our usual long discussion about the Rebbe. I intimated that it seemed that the Rebbe wanted
his Chassidim to come more often. I said “nur darfen areinchappen vos men ken - ven men ken,”
which means simply that we must make the most of our Rebbe. We should seize every opportunity to
spend as much time as possible with the Rebbe imbibing knowledge and Torah, and as often as we
could manage to do so.

We also visited the Rebbetzen a second time before we left for England. She was in a really jolly
mood. We told humorous stories and her laughter was hearty and spontaneous. The Rebbetzen made
the best joke of all - she said that the Rebbe does not consider himself as a world leader! That was
really a ‘good one.’

I was then a bit cheeky. I asked the Rebbetzen for a photograph of herself for me in exchange for
those which I had given her. We have dozens of pictures of the Rebbe but not one of our Rebbetzen.
She promised that when we came for Shovuos she would allow us to take a photograph of her.

Everyone keeps asking me, “What does the Rebbetzen look like? What does she wear?” and so forth.
I relate the story to them about the man who rushes out of a house and asks a lady standing near
whether she has seen a girl go by. The woman asks, “Was she wearing a blue hat with a red feather?”
“Yes, yes,” replies the man. “'Was she wearing a blue checked blouse, a navy pleated skirt, blue high
heeled shoes with silver buckles and was she carrying a red leather handbag and a pink umbrella?”
“Yes, yes,” says the man. “Well” replies the woman, “I never noticed her.” This is true of a lot of
people and especially me. I only see the face of the Rebbetzen, I can never recall what she wears.

I had a nice experience the following day. A sleek Cadillac drew up to *770.” At the same moment the
Rebbetzen’s sister came down the drive. I assumed, correctly, that this was Rebbetzen Gurary,
because she looked very much like our own Rebbetzen. I dashed forward to open the door of the car
for her. She looked at me - first with horror - and then with amazement. She had never had this
courtesy paid to her at “770.” I explained to her that in England a gentleman always opens the car door
for a lady.

I was then astonished to notice that the driver whom I thought was a young girl of eighteen, was our
very own Rebbetzen. She is, of course, very petite and she looked very chic and smart. The Rebbetzen
gave me a wave, a glad smile and drove off.

On Friday evening, after an excellent Shabbos dinner at Malka's (Zuntz) apartment, we were joined by
a few of our Manchester Yeshiva boys: Lippa Brennan, Elli Sufrin, Barry Weinman, Dovid Hickson,
Dovid Abenson and Shaul Cohen. We sat around nashing and drinking soda and I told them stories
about the Rebbe and about ‘770.” I then described various humorous incidents and the boys were
splitting their sides with laughter and rolling upon the floor.

They had come, ostensibly, to invite Avrohom and myself to a Melava Malka in honour of Shmuel
Arkush who was leaving ‘770’ to take up permanent residence in England. We did attend this function
which took place in the bedrooms of Dovid Abenson and Bairy Weinman and others. All the beds had
been removed, and a nice spread of hering, beer, soda, herring, crisps, hemring and cake, nuts and
more herring had been provided. We sang nigunim, told stories and young Lieberman recited a Sicha
of the Rebbe very well indeed.

Shabbos morning in Shul, I met the usual opposition, denunciation and disapproval (shush, shush and
shush) when I sang 'Hu Elokanu' with the assistance of a few of my loyal friends. Poor Benzion
Kravitz was actually physically assaulted by some stupid men thumping him on his back to quiet him.
Everyone should know by this time that the Rebbe has told me to sing and sing and sing.

At 1.30pm promptly, the Rebbe amrived for the Shabbos Farbrengen. The Rebbe gave a very
interesting Rashi Sicha.

In this weeks Sedra (Beshalech 14:10) it states, “Vayitzaku” “and they cried,” they prayed. Rashi
explains this by asserting that “they took upon themselves - they adopted the occupation of - their
ancestors.” Rashi then quotes the following examples:



(1) About Abraham (Breishis 19:27), he “came to the place where he had stood” and our rabbis
explained that this was a hint that he prayed (actually he instituted the Shacharis morning
service).

(2) About Isaac (Ibid 24:63), he “meditated in the field.” The rabbis again explained that this was
a hint that he prayed (he initiated the Mincha afternoon se1vice).

(3) About Jacob (ibid 28:11), “he met the place.” Once again this is a hint that he prayed (and
instituted the Maariv evening service).

In these cases just mentioned, our forefathers prayed, but for no apparent reason.
The Rebbe asks:
(a) Why does Rashi have to explain why they cried? They were obviously in trouble.

(b) If Rashi wanted to explain the word “vayitzaku,” why did he not do so when it appears
previously in Shemos (2: 23)?

(c) How can we call prayer an occupation? In any case the Torah tells us that the occupation of
our forefathers was shepherding.

(d) Why select verses which indicate prayer only in the form of a hint, when we do find that it
explicitly states that our forefathers did pray? For example, Abraham prayed when he
appealed to G-d to save Sodom. Isaac prayed to G-d that his wife, Rebecca, should be blessed
with a child, and Jacob prayed to G-d before his clash with Esau.

(e) In any case, why did the Jews need to pray to G-d at all. He had already promised to bring
them to the Land of Israel. If they had faith, why pray? If they had no faith, what was the use
of praying?

Rashi replies, “they adopted the occupation of our forefathers” who did not pray for any ulterior

motive (even to save themselves from an undesirable situation), but because this was their natural
occupation - their constant practice.

Similarly, it was not necessary for the Jews to pray to G-d at this moment because He had already
promised to bring them to Eretz Yisroel. Rather, they prayed because this was their natural occupation
- the Jewish response to any situation.

Therefore, Rashi suppoits this view by quoting these three verses where prayer was not required for
any specific reason. They davened because it was their natural occupation.

When owr forefathers did pray for a specific reason and it became very obvious why they prayed,
Rashi does not need to comment; just as in the case of the first “vayizoku” in Shemos (2:23) when the
Jews implored G-d to rescue them.

Only in our case, when there seems no reason for praying, does Rashi make his point as above.
From this, the Rebbe derives the following lessons:

Prayer, Torah study and the performance of Mitzvahs should be approached as our normal
"occupation” and not for any other motive such as praying for something, etc.

We should not be discouraged by our fellow Jews who appear to have no connection with Torah,
Prayers or Mitzvahs, but to realise that essentially and truly the natural occupation of every Jew is
Torah and Mitzvahs. It is merely concealed and it is our duty and privilege to bring it out into the
open.

The Rebbe then disclosed that some ‘Chassidim’ had become involved in a campaign against a
journalist from a Jewish newspaper who had criticised the Rebbe. These ‘Chassidim’ had threatened
this writer with dire consequences if he continued his vituperation against the Rebbe - even physical
violence was threatened against him and his family. The Rebbe was terribly annoyed with these
‘Chassidim.” The Rebbe did not require, nor did he need any assistance or help. (In any case, I say
that this is exactly what the writer wanted. He printed large bold headlines in his paper attacking the



Rebbe every day. Everyone rushed to buy his paper, even our own Lubavitchers were anxious to find
out what was being written about our Rebbe. Circulation of his newspaper was up and business was
booming. What better way to sell his ‘trash’ than to headline his attack on the Rebbe and on
Lubavitch?

The Rebbe showered blessings on all those who were working for the five mitzvah Campaigns? These
boys did have Kosher Tefillin and Mezuzahs. They should take no notice whatsoever of those who
vindictively vilify the Rebbe and Lubavitch. Those people were against G-d and we shall carry on our
work with G-d's help. We do keep to the Shulc han Aruch (code of laws).

The Rebbe added that he has broad shoulders and he takes full responsibility for everything at
Lubavitch. He even likes Burg and Rafael, but he hates the ‘Mihu Yehudi’ law. We will build up Eretz
Yisroel in spite of these people who oppose the ‘Mihu Yehud:® al pi Halacha. 1t is G-d's war we are
fighting.

This Farbrengen then blossomed out into a wonderful freilech affair. The Rebbe asked Rabbi Dubov
to come forward and requested him to sing a solo. His voice was not as strong as in the past and it
quavered a little, but he did very well.

The Rebbe then handed me a bottle of vodka, first pouring out a little into a paper cup so that I could
say Lechaim to the Rebbe. This bottle I had to take home to Manchester for a Lubavitch Farbrengen.
Hershel Gorman received a bottle - “You work hard for the new Tanya.” Ben Zion Hackner was given
one to celebrate with the women's Lubavitch in London (he is a ladies man). Bobby Vogel received
his for Hampstead. Menachem Mendel Katch's bottle was probably for ‘general purposes’ (I didn't
discover the real reason), and Shmuel Arkush received a bottle for his wedding seuda.

What constitutes a freilech Farbrengen? As far as we - the Chassidim - are concemed, when the Rebbe
shows us that he is happy, then we are happy. When the Rebbe wants us to sing, then we all sing.
When the Rebbe waves his arms in quick tempo, then we all sing in quick tempo and when the Rebbe
stands up and flings his arms about, urging us on, then we all jump up singing lustily and yelling the
nigun in time to the Rebbe's beat, with everybody bobbing up and down. The whole hall has the
appearance of a storm-tossed sea, the boys' faces resembling huge, white crested waves rolling
furiously downwards and upwards in time to the ever-increasing tempo of the nigun. When the Rebbe
signifies that he now wished to address us, we flop back onto the bench very happy and exhilarated,
but completely exhausted. We then listen to another Sicha from the Rebbe.

How do we reach such a high state of ecstasy? It does not happen very often. My own view is as
follows: The Rebbe speaks on a vital subject concerning Klal Yisroel, on which he has very strong
feelings. For instance, ‘Mihu Yehudi’ or the press articles mentioned previously. This upsets the
Rebbe very much indeed and when he has concluded this talk it leaves him very depressed,
aggravated and disturbed. The Rebbe then considers that it is, after all, Yom Tov or Shabbos and in
any case, the Psalmist says “Serve G-d with simcha” - with happiness and joy. Furthermore, it states
in Tanya that one should shake off and banish dejection, sadness and depression.

Sitting facing the Rebbe, I can see him making a superhuman effort to overcome this depression. I can
see the deep concentration on the Rebbe's face and the beads of perspiration forming on his forehead.
At the same time, his head is conducting the nigun faster, faster and still faster until the Rebbe reaches
that high degree of ecstasy and completely breaks through this bartier of dejection.

The Rebbe has to concentrate great physical effoits and power to force himself out of this sadness.
This is a positive example to all of us of how to serve G-d with simcha and with joy.

The Farbrengen terminated at 5.25pm. In 25 minutes time at 5.50pm it was ‘out Shabbos’ and time for
Maariv. Meanwhile, we had to daven Mincha first - and what about Shabbos dinner and the Cholent?

Well, many years ago the Shabbos Farbrengen took place almost immediately after the morning
service. Many women complained that there was no time for their husbands to make Kiddush for their
families, let alone to have their Shabbos meals together. Therefore, the Rebbe - as always considerate
- decided to leave sufficient time before the Farbrengen to give everyone the opportunity to go home
and look after their families. The Farbrengen now commences at 1.30pm sharp, which sometimes



leaves as much as an hour and a half to spare from the termination of the moming service until the
commencement of the Farbrengen.

Yet, in spite of the fact that the Rebbe had purposely and deliberately left sufficient time for a man to
have his meal with his wife and children, we still get the perennial arguments whether one should eat
the Shabbos meal before or after the Farbrengen. For example, “The Rebbe does not eat before, so
therefore, I should not eat,” and “If we eat, we may fall asleep during the Farbraingen, which would
not be good for us, nor polite to the Rebbe,” and so on and so forth.

On this Shabbos, after Yud Shevat 5735, it was conclusively proved that one should eat before the
Farbrengen - Why? Because if one had not eaten before, there was no time to eat afterwards. Someone
told me that it was the first time ever that he had paitaken of his Shabbos meal whilst listening to the
gramophone and answering the telephone.

After Maariv, the Rebbe was expected to come outside to be Mekadesh the moon. I had already said
this prayer at home before leaving England. (It is a good thing to be Mekadesh the moon before
leaving on a joumney said the Rebbe last Shovuos). But I could not miss the chance of joining the
Rebbe as I always do when in Brooklyn. So, during this service I again had the merit to exchange the
Sholom Aleichem with the Rebbe.

Sunday night at 12.20am I entered the Rebbe's study for my Yechidus.

The Rebbe said “Sholom Aleichem Reb Zalmon.” He then asked, “Why did Mrs. Zalmon Jaffe not
come with?” The Rebbe was really upset, emphasizing the Mrs. Zalmon was a direct reproach to me.
(When the Rebbe writes to my wife he refers to her as Yacha Reisel - her own Hebrew name - not
Mrs. Zalmon) I should have persuaded Roselyn to accompany me. The Rebbe had stated once before
a few years ago that I must not come to Brooklyn without my wife. Here I was without her. I
protested to the Rebbe and told him that I had written a letter informing him that Roselyn was
remaining at home this time. The Rebbe remarked that he thought that this was just a threat and that I
would ultimately persuade Roselyn to come along with me.

We discussed the Tanya. I indicated to the Rebbe that we should have twelve leather-bound copies
ready in a few months time. The Rebbe queried, “months?” We made a list of those who would
receive one of these first ever copies of the Hebrew/English Tanya. The Rebbe would receive, of
course, copy number one.

I gave regards to the Rebbe from the Rebbetzen. I informed him that she looks really lovely (kein Ayin
Hora).

I asked the Rebbe for a Farbrengen on Monday, Tu B’shevat. The Rebbe exclaimed “Another
Farbrengen?” “Yesterday, Shabbos, we had a Farbrengen and the Rebbetzen and myself missed our
Shabbos dinner and the cholent, and so did many other families.”

I insisted that we could have a short one. The Rebbe said that he would have to ask his wife, but that
he would try his best. In England these two remarks would mean it is 'farfalen,” hard lines and nothing
doing! In the case of the Rebbe however it means exactly what it states, and if the Rebbe would do his
best, we could be assured that there would be a Farbrengen.

As the Rebbe had especially asked me to come to see him, I suggested that this trip was a social visit.
I would leave the ‘business’ discussion - the Brocha’s and so forth - until my usual time - Shovuos.

I then wanted confirmation from the Rebbe that the message he asked me to convey to Hilary and
Shmuel was correct. That this year Hilary brought three children and next year the Rebbe expected
Hilary and Shmuel and all eight children (kein Ayin Hora). The Rebbe said that I did sometimes
change his messages and quotations a little, but on this occasion it was correct. If it did not interfere
with the children's studies, the Rebbe would be happy and pleased to see all Hilary's family on
Shovuos.

I asked the Rebbe whether I could again have the use of the apartment over the Kolel for our Shovuos
visit as usual. The Rebbe agreed to this. (I went to the Kolel to inspect the apartment. Rabbi Michoel
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