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Summary Likkutei Sichos - Volume 11 Beshalach Sicha 1

Rashi (Exodus 14:10): cried out: They seized the craft of their ancestors [i.e., they prayed].
Concerning Abraham, Scripture says: “to the place where he had stood before the Lord”. 2
Concerning Isaac, it says, “to pray in the field.” Concerning Jacob, “And he entreated the
Omnipresent”.

Questions:

What question does Rashi seek to explain? Why does Rashi quote verses that allude only to
the prayer of the Patriarchs, instead of quoting verses that state explicitly that they prayed?

Explanation:

Rashi is bothered by the following question: What was the purpose of their prayer? Hashem
had already assured the Jewish people that they would be saved? If they believed in Hashem,
which is why they were praying in the first place; why pray if they had already received
Hashem’s promise? To answer this question Rashi says, “they seized the craft of their
ancestors.” A craft is something a person engages in continuously. Prayer was their “craft”
for they would continuously pray, not only when they were in a difficult situation. To prove
this point, Rashi cites verses that show that the Patriarchs prayed when there was no specific
purpose, but only because it was their craft.

Lesson:

prayer and Torah study should be our “craft”: we need to engage in prayer and Torah study
not to attain a specific purpose but because it is our craft and our very identity.




